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GLOBE Outreach
The GLOBE program is a partnership among the
U.S. Federal Government, other countries, U.S.
state and local governments, schools, and the
private sector. Outreach activities can help
promote local interest in and support for your
school’s GLOBE Program activities. This section
includes outreach ideas, tips on writing a press
release and working with the media and sample
press releases and articles. These materials are
intended to be a starting point. To achieve the
best results, adapt them to your school and
community. Also, encourage your students to
develop their own outreach activities.

GLOBE School Outreach Ideas
• Hold a GLOBE Open House and invite

local citizens (e.g. parents, school
superintendents, city officials, other
government officials, and environmental
clubs) and the media to join students in
making scientific measurements and
observations. Allow the students to
demonstrate how they report the data via
the Internet. Discuss the online, graphic
visualizations of the GLOBE student data
and let the students explain how their
work contributed to the image and to
their understanding of the Earth’s
environment. See Working with the Media
in this section.

• Schedule a school assembly or PTA
meeting to recognize the GLOBE teacher
and students. Students can make
presentations of their data and talk about
what they have learned.

• Help the students organize a GLOBE
“Speakers Bureau” and seek opportunities
to address local business and civic
organizations. Students can demonstrate
what they are learning about both the
environment and technology. This is
important to help meet the GLOBE goal of
improving environmental awareness.

• Invite professionals in the environmental,
science, and technology fields to meet
with GLOBE students. This will help the
students to see the value of their work

beyond the classroom while also helping
these professionals learn more about
GLOBE.

• Have GLOBE students submit articles and
photographs to the local newspaper. The
local newspaper may want to feature
GLOBE student observations regularly on
their education or “kids” pages. Local
television stations may be interested in
including GLOBE data in their nightly
weather reports or science and education
features.

• Show the GLOBE video to small groups to
help provide the overview of the program
or let your students make their own
GLOBE video or slide show.

Working With The Media
If you are contacted by the media or decide to
seek media coverage of your GLOBE Program
activities, the following hints may be helpful. Your
local government or school public affairs office
also might offer guidance.

Developing Your Message and Knowing Your
Subject Matter

Take some time to decide exactly what it is you
want the media to say about your GLOBE
Program activities. Are you looking for coverage
of a particular event, such as a GLOBE Open
House, or are you hoping for a general feature
story on the school activities? See Writing a GLOBE
News Release and be sure to check the updated
GLOBE Program information at http://
www.globe.gov so that you can provide accurate
answers to questions such as, “How many schools
and how many countries are involved?” Also, if
you are uncertain about any aspect of the
program, send an email message to:
info@globe.gov and you will receive a prompt
response.

Invitations

You may choose to invite just one local paper or
television station to visit your school at a
particular time, or you can hold an event to which
you invite all local media. The single invitation is
easier to conduct and reporters and editors are
more likely to be attracted to an “Exclusive.”
Multiple invitations require more preparation and
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work in carrying out, but can produce wider
coverage of your GLOBE Program activities.
Including dignitaries with the students may
broaden media interest, yet students are “the
story.” The choice of a single or multiple invitation
well may depend on how much interest your news
media has in GLOBE when you approach them.

Establishing Key Media Contacts

If you, your principal, or a GLOBE parent knows
someone in a news organization, contact that
individual first. If you don’t have an inside contact,
call the switchboard and ask for the name of
reporters who cover environment, science, or
education issues. Spend a few minutes on the
phone explaining GLOBE and indicate that you
will be sending additional materials or, if you are
planning a special event, a press release. Captivate
their interest so that they will want to accept an
invitation to visit your students. If they seem
disinterested or rushed, try again after a few weeks
or, better yet, ask if there is someone else in the
office they would suggest to contact.

Timing Your Contacts

Reporters need at least one week advance notice
for special events, preferably two weeks. Follow

up your press release with a phone call. Don’t be
afraid to call the day before to confirm attendance.

Planning Your Event

To ensure good turn-out, time your event to begin
no earlier than 10:00 a.m. Make sure there is
plenty of open space for cameras and
microphones. Check with the news organizations
ahead of time to see if they need access to electrical
outlets or have other special needs. When a
reporter arrives for an event, make sure someone
is responsible for greeting the reporter and
introducing the reporter to the principal, the
GLOBE teacher, students, and any VIPs in
attendance. Prepare a press package for each
reporter with another copy of the press release,
print-outs of GLOBE visualizations, a copy of the
event agenda, and any other materials which help
describe your GLOBE Program.

Follow-up

After a media visit to your GLOBE school, call
the news organization to make sure they have all
the information they need. If there are significant
inaccuracies in the story, you should politely
notify the news organization of the errors.

Used with the permission of The Chronicle, Grand Haven, MI.

Figure IMP-I-15: A Sample Newspaper Story on GLOBE
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Figure IMP-I-16: A Sample Newspaper Story on GLOBE

Used with the permission of the Telegram & Gazette, Worcester, MA.

Writing a GLOBE News Release
Five points are important to a good news release:
Who, What, When, Where and Why. If possible,
a sixth, How, should be included. It is important
to get all these points in the first sentence or two.
Use short words and write short sentences and
short paragraphs. Two sentences make a good
paragraph in a news release. Almost every news
release can be written on one or two typewritten
pages.

Remember

• Always give exact date, time, and location
of your event, including the location for
media parking and specific entrance
information.

• Provide at least a two- or three-sentence
description of the overall GLOBE
Program, including information on the
number of schools and countries
involved.
(Check the GLOBE Home Page at
http://www.globe.gov for up-to-date
information.)

• Check every point of your release for
accuracy. Never guess on dates, times,
places, or spelling of names.

• Put school contact person and phone
number at the top corner of the release,
and print the release on school
letterhead.
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Sample Press Release

 LOCAL STUDENTS ASSIST WORLD SCIENTISTS
COLLECT ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

Students at (NAME OF SCHOOL)  are joining an international network of
young people taking scientific measurements of Earth systems and sharing their
observations with other students and scientists around the world using state-of-the-
art technology systems.

(NAME OF SCHOOL) is joining the Global Learning and Observations to
Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) Program, an international environmental science
and education partnership. GLOBE students are contributing to a better
understanding of the planet by making regular environmental observations at
thousands of locations around the world and sharing their information via the Internet.

(Teacher’s Name) attended a workshop with GLOBE scientists and educators
for instruction on the measurement procedures and the GLOBE computer technology
system.

(INSERT GLOBE TEACHER QUOTE)

Students will select a study site near the school where they will take regular
measurements of various atmospheric, hydrological, biological, and geological
features. The students will then send their findings via the Internet to a GLOBE data
processing facility. Their data will be combined with input from other GLOBE schools
around the world and with other science sources, such as satellite imagery, to create
dynamic, online images of the Earth. The GLOBE student data is available to the
general public on the World Wide Web at http://www.globe.gov.

The GLOBE Program is jointly funded and coordinated by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, the National Science Foundation, the Environmental Protection
Agency, and the U.S. Departments of State and Education. (Insert: Local support
for GLOBE activities is being provided by ...)

For more information, contact (Insert GLOBE Teacher Name and phone
number)

(Contact Name/#/School)

Figure IMP-I-17: A Sample Press Release


